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Who are we?

Erasmus Student Network (ESN)

The Erasmus Student Network is the biggest student organisation in Europe. ESN is currently present
in almost 500 Higher Education Institutions in 40 countries, with more than 14.000 active members
offering services to over 190.000 students on a volunteer basis each year. ESN works for the creation
of a more mobile and flexible education environment by supporting and developing the student
exchange from different levels.

In practice, ESN sections are there to welcome international students, help them if needed and
facilitate their social and practical integration in their new environment by organising activities and
creating opportunities for cultural exchange, while contributing to the improvement and accessibility
of student mobility in general.

ESN Louvain-la-Neuve

ESN Louvain-la-Neuve is one of the 16 ESN sections in Belgium. It was founded back in 2005 and
has grown and evolved a lot since then. Our Team currently counts around 30 motivated members
ready to welcome you and help you anytime.

In terms of structure, we have a Local Board composed of 4 ESNers and our Team is divided into 5
different sub-groups, each of them lead by a Coordinator, focusing on the following fields: Events,
Trips, Language Learning, Partnerships and Media.

Concretely, during all the year we will provide you a lot of services and we will organize many events
and trips just for you J

To get in touch with us

¥ Email address: esn.lIn@gmail.com

# Website: www.esnlin.org

# Facebook group 2017-2018 : Erasmus ESN LLN
2017-2018

# Facebook page: ESN LLN

To visit us
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mailto:esn.lln@gmail.com
http://www.esnlln.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1065813316885399/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1065813316885399/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/esn.lln/
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ESN LLN Office
Place des Doyens 1, office a.022

Local Board

Jean-Francois Delvigne, President

Hi t h e r ecurrenthpvimiting Ry thesis as a student in
Public Administration and | am the President of our wonderful
ESN Section.

I love to travel and meeting new people from all around the
world. If you have any trouble before arriving feel free to
reach me through Facebook (JF Delvigne) or by phone
+32497153671, | will be glad to help you J

Ikram Jabri Elisabeth, Human Resources Manager
Hi everyone! Let me introduce myself.

I'm Ikram. I'm 22 years old.

I'm from Tunisia but | grew up in Belgium. I'm actually a law
student. My passions: dancing (I do belly dance and ragga
dancehall) and traveling. | like discovering new cultures and
meeting new people etc. | have the ambition to make a career in
diplomacy. At first you may think that I'm shy but once you get to
know me I'm very outgoing (and crazy =). If you have any
questions, feel free to ask “='| hope you will enjoy your erasmus.

Maximilien Rotsart de Hertaing, Treasurer

Hi everyone, .| O0lmd mMax4 my & are
currently in my final year of master in Management in
LLN. I decided to join the ESN because | like traveling,
discovering new cultures and meeting new people. | also
like to learn new languages so do not hesitate to give me

a

alesson. |l 6m t he treasurer 0

If you have any question, do not hesitate to ask! | wish
you a lot of fun during you Erasmus and | look forward to
meeting you. J



https://www.facebook.com/jf.delvigne.7
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Sabrina Courtois, Local Representative

Engineering in first year of Master in Louvain-la-Neuve. | am
so proud to welcome people like you who have chosen to
discover the world starting with Belgium for a couple of
months. | also love discovering new countries during summer
schools and will go to Erasmus in 2018!

I 611 be super happy to meet
experiences and cultures (fries, beers and parties being a
huge part of ours). If you have any question feel free to ask!
See you very soon :D

How to reach Louvain-la-Neuve and find us?

First of all, it is important for you to make the difference between Louvain-la-Neuve and Louvain
(Leuven). These are two different cities and the one you need to go to is Louvain-la-Neuve. So, make
no mistake when travelling ;)

If you land at Brussels National airport and want to go to Louvain-la-Ne u v e é

Go to the train station situated under the airport (simply follow the arrows and take the elevator to -1
floor).

Buy a train ticket to Louvain-la-Neuve Université at the ticket office or at the vending machine. Be
careful; if you want to visit Brussels before going to Louvain-la-Neuve, you need to buy two different
tickets: one from Brussels National Airport to Brussels and another one from Brussels to Louvain-la-
Neuve Université. If you plan to go directly to Louvain-la-Neuve, you only need one ticket.

Once you have your ticket, you can take the first train to Brussels (there are only two directions you
can take from the Airport: Brussels and Leuven).

I\ If your buddy is picking you up at Louvain-la-Neuve train station at your arrival,d on 6t f or
him/her a text message to confirm that you arrived in Belgium and to let him/her know your arrival
time in Louvain-la-Neuve.

Get off the train in Bruxelles Nord / Brussel Noord and choose between these 2 options:
3
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9 take the IC train to Namur / Namen) - Luxembourg / Luxemburg. It is the fastest train but you
will need to take a third train in Ottignies before reaching LLN.

1 takethe IR or L train to Louvain-la-Neuve Université. This train is slower but its final destination
is Louvain-la-Neuve.

When you arrive in Louvain-la-Neuve, enter the train station and wait for your buddy to pick you up
there if you agreed so with him/her.

If you land at Charleroi (Brussels South) Airport and want to go to Louvain-la-Ne u v e é

Go to the bus stop (turn left after getting out of the airport), buy a bus ticket to Charleroi-Sud train
station and take bus A.

In Charleroi-Sud railway station, buy a train ticket to Louvain-la-Neuve Université at the ticket office
or at a vending machine.

You can now take any train direction Ottignies.

I\ If your buddy is picking you up at Louvain-la-Neuvet r ai n st ati on at your
him/her a text message to confirm that you arrived in Belgium and to let him/her know your arrival

time in Louvain-la-Neuve.

You will then need to get off the train in Ottignies to take another train direction Louvain-la-Neuve
Université.

When you arrive in Louvain-la-Neuve, enter the train station and wait for your buddy to pick you up

there if you agreed so with him/her.

For more information on the Belgian railway network: http://www.belgianrail.be/en

Welcome to Louvain-la-Neuve! J

\
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Welcome to your new life!

You don Gatcorhmodaion yet?
You can look for accommodation through:

V UCL Logement (housing service) : Rue de la gare, 6
V https://uclouvain.be/fr/etudier/logement/a-propos.html
V Housing agencies (only if you are staying the whole year) :

o Immobliere Genon: Pl a Eguere, 83/10D7 www.immo-genon.eu
0 Agence de: |PaAsisga goen diewwwaiflangpeot , 4 4
0o Immo Graas-Brison: Pl ace de | 6iEBgmognaas-brison.BeO / 10 4

0 Eckelmans : Chemin des Sages, 7 1 www.eckelmans.be
o Dynamic Immo : Rue de la gare, 1/004 i www.dynamic-immo.com
V Facebook groups:
1 Recherche kot/appartement/colocation a Louvain-la-Neuve
9 Louvain-la-Neuve a louer i Bouche a oreille

As you will probably notice, Louvain-la-Neuve is divided in different districts:

The city centre: It consists oft he t wo main squares (Grand Bridace
surroundings. What is great about the city centre is its proximity with the bars and the nightlife; the
downside though, is the noise that can be caused by parties.

Hocaille: It consists of the area between and surrounding the Saint-Frangois church and the sport
centre. It is a bit more quiet than the city centre, but it can take up to fifteen minuteséwalk to reach
Grand Place. There are some nearby places to eat and a small shop in this district.

Bruyéres: This district covers the southwestern area of LLN. In the upper parts of Bruyeres, the
majority of the inhabitants are families. The risk of being awaken in the middle of the night is thus
smaller there.

Biéreau: This district holds the science auditoriums and the main party places in the city (next to
Place des Sciences). This area can thus get quite loud almost on a daily basis during weekdays.

Lauzelle: This district is located in the northern part of LLN and is almost exclusively residential. It is
relatively quiet compared to the other parts of the city.



https://uclouvain.be/fr/etudier/logement/a-propos.html
http://www.immogenon.eu/
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Now that you have accommodation, what else do you need?

You have just found out about the place where you are going to live during one semester or more,
and you realise you need some supplies such as plates, glasses, cutlery, bed sheets, a pillow or
blanket? ESN LLN can help you with that! We have a second-hand shop and a bedding kit renting
service. We will also organise a trip to Ikea during the second week of the semester to give you the
opportunity to buy some furniture if needed.

ESN L Ledding kitbbenting service

Our bedding kit renting system is quite simple. You can rent a full bedding kit (pillow, pillow case,
sheet, blanket and blanket cover) or rent some of these items separately. You will be asked to pay for
the renting and to leave us a deposit when receiving the kit/items. We will then give you the deposit
back when you will bring the kit/items to our office after your stay, if everything is clean and in good
state. For a full bedding kit, the price is 50U (25U renting + 250 deposit) to be paid once regardless of
the length of your stay.

ESN L Iseddnd-hand shop

We also have a second-hand shop where you can find some useful items such as plates, glasses,
cutlery or pans; all of this for a very good price. The second-hand shop is located in our office, so you
can simply stop by during office hours. At the end of your stay, you can also bring anything you are
not taking back home to our Office for the international students coming the next semester.

Other places where to buy furniture or home supplies in Louvain-La-Neuve

If you do not want to spend too much money, we advise you to go to Hema. You can find useful items
for your room there, with a good price/quality ratio. This shop is located in L Bsplanade (the shopping
center of Louvain-La-Neuve) on -1 floor.

Another interesting and cheap shop is Blokker. You can also find it in L Bsplanade on -1 floor.

If you are willing to spend some money on more original items, you can also visit La Chaise Longue.
In this shop, you can find a wide range of nicely designed products.
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Now that you have settled in, time to learn more about LLN :)

‘ History of the city
From a quarrel

Louvain-la-Neuve is a student city located 30 km southeast of Brussels in the province of Walloon
Brabant, in the French-speaking part of Belgium. The city was built to house the UniversitejfCatholique

de Louvain, following linguistic quarrels that took place in Belgium during the 1960s. Dutch-speakers

c o ul dn othe privitegergiden to the French-Speaking academic staff and the perceived disdain

by the local French-Speaking community anymore. Tensions rose and students went down to the
street demonstrating underthe s | ogan fAWal en bui ). €heywere dewandingdhe n s
division of the French-speaking part and the Dutch-
speaking part of the university.

In June 1968, The dispute was resolved by turning the
Dutch-language section of the university into the
independent Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, which
remained in Leuven. The French-speaking university,
called Université catholique de Louvain, was moved to a
greenfield campus called Louvain-la-Neuve ("New
Leuven").

Louvain-la-Neuvebds early days

The university authorities agreed to build their new city on the territory of Ottignies in the French-
speaking part of the province of Brabant. At that time, there were only a few farms and houses
gathered in the hamlet of La Baraque. Most of the site was covered by beetroot fields and swamps.
The construction started on 20 January 1969 and the first inhabitants arrived in 1972.

The town was created with the sole purpose of hosting the Université de Louvain. A particularity of
this city is that its centre is built on a gigantic concrete slab, with all motorised traffic travelling
underground, which allows most of the ground level of the city centre to be pedestrian.

Growth of the city

Louvain-la-Neuve is now a thriving, growing city.
Construction work is constant. Over the last 15 years, a
cinema, a show and congress hall (Aula Magna), a
shopping centre (L Bsplanade) and a shopping street (rue
Charlemagne) have been built. The Hergé Museum and a
new residential neighbourhood have also been erected in
the city centre lately.
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Culture and arts

Louvain-la-Neuve has also become a considerable cultural centre. The city has two main theatres:
Théatre du blocry and Atelier/Théatre Jean Vilar. LLN also host one of the biggest show hall in
Wallonia: Aula Magna, in which congresses, fairs, theatre shows and other events regularly take
place.

The city has two musea: Musée Hergé and Musée de Louvain-la-Neuve. The former is dedicated to
the creator of the famous Belgian comics hero Tintin, whereas the latter hosts different exhibitions as
well as historical and art objects.

Events

LLNisalsok n o wn f 2dhr vejoo(R4h bilycle), an event that takes
place once a year in October and that attracts a high number of visitors
(mainly students) from several cities or even countries around, hence
our section logo.

Another great event in Louvain-la-Neuve is the Welcome
Spring Festival. It is generally held in March or April.
During the afternoon and evening, concerts take place
on the main squares of the city. Playful activities are also
set up for the younger ones.
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Your typical week if you like to party
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What do you know about parties in Belgium and in LLN? You probably d o n 6 tse what & Iwaiting
for you here! The main associations that organise parties in LLN are the student circles. Every evening

of the week, at least one circle organises a party.

If you are planning to party in these places, we advise you to bring old pieces of clothing to use only
for these occasions (trousers, a hoodie and rain boots or shoes that you will never use again). This is
not a joke! Beer is quite cheap in this kind of parties (around 10 for 25cl.) and people tend to get drunk

and dirty.

Here is an example of the typical week of a student who likes to party hard:

Dress code Closing at Drink price
Monday Psycho Cocktail bar | Casa or midnight +2,000u0
circle casual
Tuesday Cesec circle | Circle / Casa | Casa 3AM +1, 00040
Tuesday Becketts Club Well dressed | 3AM Beer:+-2, 00 U
other Alcoholic drinks:
7,000
Wednesday | Adele circle | Circle/Casa | Casa 3AM +1, 0040
Wednesday | Cesec Circle | Cocktail bar | casual midnight Beer:1, 00U
Cocktails: +-2 , 00 U
Thursday CASA Casa party Casa 3AM +1, 00040
Friday Becketts Club Well dressed | 3AM see above
Friday Moustachu Chill party Casual 2.30AM Same price as Becketts
Saturday Becketts or | Club Well dressed | 3AM for See above for Becketts,
Brussels Becketts, _ _
clubs later for clubs | Quite expensive for clubs
in Brussels in Brussels
Sunday Grande Circle Casa 3AM +1, 00040
Ducale
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Eating time!

I f you donoét therecale gulite doree placesirk LLM wghere you can go forameal. Le t 6 s
go together through the different places that you should try at least once during your stay in Louvain-
la-Neuve ;)

L6Onl ywood

The Onlywood is a bar-restaurant located on Place des
Wallons, where you can enjoy some filing burgers in a rustic
atmosphere. The bar has Triple Karmeliet in stock, a very
tasty Belgian beer.

- Food: Burger, Tex-Mex
- Price: average
- Location: Place des Wallons, 37

Le Piano

The Piano restaurant was already there when our
parents were enjoying the brand-new city of Louvain-la-
Neuve. It has now become a classic for students. It offers
traditional European food for a good price. It is possible
to book a table for large groups.

- Food: varied
- Price: cheap to average
- Location: Rue des Blancs Chevaux, 7

Altérez-vous

Next to Place des Wallons, Altérez-vous offers original dishes made —
of fresh or organic ingredients. Its emphasis is on responsible 4 g
consuming and support to development projects/associations. You can .
enjoy live music sessions in this place. The café also organises /(H”é ré@&/g ws
language meetings, board game evenings and knitting workshops. caft cmqw

R

)

- Food: Bio & Healthy
- Price: average
- Location: Place des Branbancons, 6a

10
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Saveurs du Siam

Saveurs du Siam is a small Thai restaurant next to the Agora lecture

halls that offers a good price-quality ratio. You can eat on the spot or

take away. Not e t hat the |l unch of the d
away.

- Price: average
- Food: Thai food
- Location: Passage Agora, 18

Créperie Bretonne

La Créperie Bretonne has a wide range of savoury
andsweetcr °pes that will sa
You can also find a great variety of ice creams, tea
and coffee. Rustic wooden furniture gives the place

a warm and old- fashioned look.

- Food: ice creams, crépes, beers, tea and coffee
- Price: average
- Location: Place des Brabancons, 1A

Le Cambridge / Le Rabelais / La Galoute

These three restaurants/cafés offer the same type of food: varied European cuisine for an
affordable price. The three places are located in Grand-Rue, the street between Agora and Place de

| 6Uni versit® wher e st udmmasandvdch, pasta arthavd audrink at orte ofme  t
the many pubs around. Despite the quite similar type of food on the menu, the atmosphere of these

three restaurant is different. Up to you to discover them!

Food: varied, European
Price: cheap to average
Location: Grand-Rue, Rue Rabelais

Cambridge
Galoute

Rabelais
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Cell ul e Sushbo

This is a nice place to get tasty sushis at an affordable price. The setting
is original and pleasant.

Food: Japanese
Price: average
Location: Rue des Wallons, 8 (in the gallery)

University restaurants (Sablon and Galilée)

There are two main university restaurants in
the city: Sablon and Galilée. The first one is
situated next to Jean Vilar Theatre and the
second one close to the Sciences lecture halls.
Dondt f or goertstudent catd toienjoy
the discounted prices. You can check the daily
menu on their website.

Food: varied, canteen food
Price: cheap ( 3, 1 0 U ddilyomeal if yoe have your student card)
Location: Rue du Sablon, 11 (le Sablon); Place Galilée, 1 (le Galilée)

Woké / Quick / Waffle Factory

If you are in a hurry or d o nféel like cooking, you can
stop by one of these fast food restaurants. All of them
are located in rue Charlemagne. At Woké and Quick, you
can either eat there or take away. At Waffle Factory, few
seats are available, so most people prefer to take away.

Food: Asian / American fast-food / Waffle
Price: average
Location: rue Charlemagne

The market

The market of Louvain-la-Neuve takes place on Tuesdays and Saturdays. It is spread mainly on

Pl ace de | 6Uni ver sYot &n fendhctbthirgy aadiodCDS? frudscared. vegetables but
also food trucks. In December, there is also a Christmas market with music, braziers, warm wine and
different Christmas food specialties.
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